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would initiate his pemetration
turn &t 20 miles, Normal pene-
tration speeds and rates of
descent would place him st
10,000 feet starting penetration
turn and at 5000 feet halfway
thru the turn! Obviously he was
misreading the altimeter when
he reported halfway thru the
turn &t 15,000 fest,

It would be difficult to under-
stand why such mn experienced
pllot made such s basioblunder,
except that other aceidents and
near accldents show that this is
not sn isolated case. In esch
oane, the altimeter was listed
88 a contributing cause with
pllot faotor being considered the
primary cause. But this may be
en oyer simplification,

Certuinly, the altimeter
could stand improvement. It
could be made =asier to reasd
and less ambigious. On the other
hand, the shortcomings of this
instryment have long been
recognized and all pllots shouid
have developed proper hablta to
permit them to use It aafely.
Apparently this pilot had not--
despite his wealth of experi-
ence. Perhopd no oné had mads
him understand the need for
tnoluding the striped waming
indiostar in his oross-check of
this ingtrumeni, This would
suggest a deflolency in the In-
strument training he had
recelved, Possibly thin helps
explain  why he was headed
toward the station on the wrong
lubound bearing and was
neglecting to watch outside his
alvoraft durlng a VFR
approach , . . Or did he just
suddenly become complacent?
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